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kept reaching the king on his march, but nothing daunted
he pushed on, resolved to stake all on a battle. Indeed,
without a battle and a victory, everything was as good as
lost already ; the Austrians would take up winter quarters
in Silesia, and the southern fortresses would certainly fall
in the spring, even if want of provisions did not compel
them to surrender sooner. c I will attack them,' said
Frederick, c even if they stood on the steeples of Breslau.3
The Austrians played completely into his hands. They
. had a strong intrenched camp before Breslau, and if they
had stayed in it they could hardly have failed to repulse
the Prussians, but they thought it shame to sit still and
be attacked by Frederick's little army, his Potsdam
Guard-Parade, as they called it in derision, so they came
out to meet him—and their ruin.
On November 28 Frederick reached Parchwitz, half-*
way between Glogau and Breslau, on the great road that
runs through Silesia from end to end, where prederick at
he was shortly afterwards joined by the remains Parchwitz.
of Severn's army. Bevern himself was not with them-;
on the morning after his defeat, he had ridden out to
reconnoitre, and had been made prisoner—intentionally,
Frederick thought, but perhaps with injustice. After this
junction the king had some 34,000 men under his com-
mand. The soldiers he had brought with him—the
victors of Rossbach—were ready for anything, but the
morale of Bevern's troops had been shaken, and until it
was restored, there would be little use in leading them on
what must have seemed, even to Frederick himself, almost
a forlorn hope. He therefore assembled his generals and
staff officers, and addressed them in a few well-chosen
and stirring words. After recounting his recent misfor-
tunes, he appealed to the courage, to the fidelity, and to
the patriotism which they had so often manifested.
£ There is hardly one of you,' he continued, ' who has

